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This update is provided in the interests of keeping Audiology Australia members abreast of recent developments in health reform.

The content that follows has been lifted directly from announcements on respective government websites and does not necessarily reflect the views of Audiology Australia.   

Audiology Australia encourages members to consider becoming involved in local activities regarding further consultation and development of health reform such as Medicare Locals, Local Hospital Networks and e-health.  We welcome your feedback and response to health care reform.
Monica Persson

ceo@audiology.asn.au



Medicare Locals

The Australian Government has committed to establishing, from 1 July 2011 Medicare Locals, a national network of primary health care organisations. These organisations, coupled with the introduction of Local Hospital Networks and the establishment of national and local Lead Clinicians Groups , are fundamental elements of the Government’s National Health and Hospitals Network (NHHN).
In December 2010, Minister for Health and Ageing Nicola Roxon has announced that an important milestone in health reform had been achieved with six states and territories reaching agreement with the Commonwealth on the boundaries for Local Hospital Networks and Medicare Locals. www.health.gov.au/internet/ministers/publishing.nsf/Content/mr-yr10-nr-nr210.htm
Medicare Locals will retain, and expand, the functions and activities currently undertaken by the Divisions of General Practice – including general practice support and delivery of programs.

A key role for Medicare Locals will be undertaking local health planning, identifying gaps in services at the local level, examining opportunities for better targeting of services and establishing formal and informal linkages with the acute and aged care sectors.
The establishment of Medicare Locals will also build upon the strengths of the current Divisions of General Practice Network to include a broader range of providers and activities.
The first Medicare Locals (around 15 organisations) are expected to commence operations in mid 2011, with the remainder commencing in mid 2012. 

The first group of Medicare Locals will evolve from, and build on, current high functioning Divisions of General Practice. The remaining Medicare Locals are also expected to evolve largely from current Divisions of General Practice that can demonstrate the capacity to take on the additional roles and functions expected of the new organisations. Over the next two years, funding provided to Medicare Locals will replace the contribution made by the Commonwealth to the current Divisions of General Practice Program.

The Commonwealth also recognises there are a number of bodies (including those in the community controlled sector, local, state and territory government and non-government organisations in the community) with skill-sets that appropriately complement those offered by the Divisions of General Practice Network. The establishment of Medicare Locals is expected to draw on the full range of skills and expertise that exists across the health care system.
Medicare Locals will also support the coordination and integration of primary health care services transferred to the Commonwealth from the states and territories (as outlined in the National Health and Hospitals Network Agreement). Previously these services had little interaction and coordination with the wider primary care system.
By ensuring a common approach to the full range of primary care services, Medicare Locals will reduce the overlap and duplication of services that is so often frustrating for patients and providers alike.
By building on the good work in supporting providers by Divisions of General Practice, Medicare Locals will see greater levels of interaction and integration across the full primary care system (including nursing, allied health, specialists and pharmacy).
www.yourhealth.gov.au/internet/yourhealth/publishing.nsf/Content/MedicareLocalsDiscussionPaper
Local Hospital Networks
For Local Hospital Networks, 46 have been agreed to date across all states and territories except Victoria and Western Australia, including 41 geographically based networks and 5 state-wide networks, delivering highly specialised hospital services across some jurisdictions. 
The Commonwealth has extended the time for the resolution of the boundaries with the new Victorian Government until the end of January. In Western Australia, Local Hospital Networks will not be established as Western Australia is not a signatory to the National Health and Hospitals Network Agreement. 
Local Hospital Network boundaries have been developed by state and territory governments through extensive consultation with stakeholders and local communities.

Medicare Locals and Local Hospital Networks Working Together
In addition, Medicare Locals and Local Hospital Networks will need to work closely together to ensure the integration and coordination of services across primary and acute care.

Important areas where Medicare Locals and Local Hospital Networks will need to work together include ensuring that there are appropriate clinical pathways between different settings:
· Identification of the health needs of local areas and development of locally focused and responsive services

· Improving the patient journey through developing integrated and coordinated services

· Provide support to clinicians and service providers to improve patient care

· Facilitation of the implementation and successful performance of primary health care initiatives and programs

· Be efficient and accountable with strong governance and effective management
Lead Clinician Groups
Local health professionals – doctors, nurses and allied health professionals – will have a voice in the National Health and Hospitals Network through the establishment of national and local Lead Clinicians Groups.   This reflects the Government’s commitment to ensuring that Local Hospital Networks turn to the expertise of their lead clinicians in determining how they can best deliver on the tough national standards we will be seeking. The Government believes that local clinicians will often be the best people for the job – and local Lead Clinician Groups will also be approached to nominate clinicians to sit on the Governing Council of their Local Hospital Network.
Network Boundaries
The boundaries for Medicare Locals and Local Hospital Networks have now been agreed through a process of community and government consultation.  
 The maps for Medicare Local and Local Hospital Network boundaries are now available.

http://www.yourhealth.gov.au/internet/yourhealth/publishing.nsf/Content/MedicareLocalsBoundaries
State and Territory Websites - Health Reform Information
Refer to individual websites for updates on progress in introducing and implementing reform
	ACT

ACT Government Health Information

www.health.act.gov.au

	NSW

NSW Department of Health

www.health.nsw.gov.au


	NT

NT Department of Health and Families

www.health.nt.gov.au

	QLD
Queensland Health

www.health.qld.gov.au/health-reform


	SA

SA Health

www.sahealth.sa.gov.au

	TAS

Tasmania Department of Health and Human Services

www.dhhs.tas.gov.au


	VIC

Department of Health
www.health.vic.gov.au

	WA

WA Department of Health

www.health.wa.gov.au



	Further updates and news of other reform issues such as e-health  are available at

www.yourhealth.gov.au



