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IMPAIRED HEeARING

One in three people over the age of 65, and one in ten people of
all ages have significant hearing impairment which affects
communication and quality of life. Professional rehabilitation
combined with carefully selected and accurately prescribed hearing
aids will overcome most verbal communication and hearing
difficulties. While hearing aids rarely enable people to hear as well
as someone with normal hearing, hearing aids improve quality of
life by enabling people with hearing loss to communicate more
easily with those around them and to participate more in society.

HEARING aips

There are different types of hearing aid, which include:
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BAsIc COMPONENTS

Most hearing aids feature the following components:
Microphone - to convert sound waves into an electrical signal

Amplifier - to increase signal volume

Microprocessor - to adjust the amplified signal to individual
hearing loss

Earphone - to convert the processed signal back into sound

waves directed into the ear

OPTIONAL comPONENTS

Manual or automatic volume control
Telecoil or audio input for use with telephone, TV, or other
external input

Advanced features such as adaptive directional microphones,
noise reduction processing and FM technology to improve
speech intelligibility and comfort in noisy conditions
Feedback cancelling to reduce the chance that your hearing aid
will whistle

Remote Control may be used to operate some features
Bluetooth wireless technology

How AubpioLoGY cAN HELP

Audiologists are University Graduates with extensive specialist
training at post graduate level in the non-medical management of
hearing disorders including hearing aid selection, prescription,
evaluation and aural rehabilitation.

AuDIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

The important first step is comprehensive hearing testing to
determine the degree and type of hearing loss. Audiologists can
interpret the results and advise if referral for medical diagnosis and
management is necessary before hearing aid fitting. Further tests
for hearing aid suitability may include speech discrimination in
noise, speech processing and loudness discomfort testing.

HEARING AND SELECTION,
PRESCRIPTION AND EVALUATION

Audiologists have extensive postgraduate training in:

Acoustics and Biophysics to evaluate your requirements and
recommend possible alternatives to hearing aid amplification. For
example, a cochlear implant or improved room acoustics at home
or work may be a better solution.

Psychology and Neurophysiology so that evaluation of your
communication needs, cosmetic requirements and any disabilities
are carefully considered.

Aural Rehabilitation including speech reading, auditory training,
auditory adaptation and other skills to assist you in your
adjustment to hearing aid use.

Acoustic Phonetics (the physics of speech) the understanding of
which is critical to hearing aid programming and evaluation of the
final hearing aid prescription to ensure that you gain maximum
benefit.

Every hearing loss is different in terms of degree, type and cause.
Most hearing aids can be individually programmed by computer to
allow for all these factors as well as your individual needs at
home, work, and in educational and social situations.
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